
MINUTES OF THE UPPER DEVERILLS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held in the VILLAGE HALL on Wednesday, 9th March 2011
Present: 
Councillor Lady Wheeler (Chairman)



Councillors Greenwood, Blue, Fagan and Stratton
10/102 Acceptance of apologies for absence 

Fleur De Rhe Phillipe had sent her apologies.
10/103 Open Session for members of the public 
Rural Police Community Support Officer Xanthe was present. She reported that only one incident has occurred in the Deverills and that was in Kingston Deverill - the theft of petrol from an open garage. Criminals that had stolen stock from Longbridge Deverill petrol station had been caught but Xanthe asked if parishioners could be informed to make sure all garden and farm machinery was locked up. It is thought they were opportunists coming into the area. Shed alarms are for sale from the Rural Police and names are being taken in Maiden Bradley Village Shop. The Clerk was asked to advertise this information in the Parish News.
Councillor Blue asked if the Rural Police could carry out a speed check on the day of the litter pick and Xanthe said she would ask Vicky Pegrum if she could be present on the 19th March 2011 at 10.00am.The Chairman thanked Xanthe for coming to the meeting.
10/104 To receive declarations of interests

Councillor Blue gave a declaration of interest regarding planning application W/11/00506/TCA.

10/105 To confirm and sign the minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2011 were accepted as true records.  

Proposed:   Councillor Blue                       Seconded:  Councillor Fagan
10/106 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chairman informed Council that the Environment Agency will be having displays in Warminster and Mere Libraries this week. The Clerk informed Council that she could attend the Warminster Library and would collect any relevant literature.
The Government Exercise Watermark across the country was also discussed. 
10/107 Litter Pick/Community Pay Back
The Clerk handed out litter pick signage to advertise the times and meeting place for the litter pick to Councillors. The base camp for the litter pick will be the Village Hall starting at 10.00am. The areas to be covered were discussed. It was hoped that more people will turn out than the 20 people confirmed to date. Group picking was advised due to the nature of the traffic issues. The Clerk advised the Council of the system that had been used at another parish. Councillors would arrange who will cover the base and the villages on the day. Councillor Stratton informed Council that a trailer has been organised. The Clerk informed Council that Wiltshire Council Environmental Health Department had advised her that no sharps are to be picked up but to be noted and marked on a map for the Clerk to organise collection by the appropriate waste collection group.
10/108 River Flood & Drainage Map/ Flood Binder/CEV

The Clerk reported to the Council how she was progressing with the Flood Plan, and her meeting with Caroline Sawyer and Nick Reed from the Environment Agency. Councillor Stratton informed the Clerk that Wessex Water is keen to put in a gauge at Kingston Deverill to monitor the river flow. Councillor Stratton agreed to pass on the Clerk’s details and vice versa to Wessex water. 
10/109 Bus Shelter/Risk Assessments/revised costs

The quotations were discussed. Council discussed the pros and cons of removing the bus stop entirely and the refurbishment. Council resolved to refurbish and to use Castle Builders as the preferred contractor. The Clerk was instructed to award the contract.
10/110 Householders Guide to Emergencies/cost of printing

The quotation was agreed and the Clerk was asked to award the contract to ABC Printers. 





10/111 Internal Audit/Year end

Council was pleased to hear the reply from Mr Alan Rymell had been favourable, and resolved the approval of the use of Mr Alan Rymell as the Internal Auditor for the year 2010/2011. A gratuity would be given by the Chairman from her allowance. The Clerk was instructed to action the year end Accounts as agreed.
10/112 Annual Parish & Annual Parish Council meeting
The date of the Annual Parish meeting will be 4 May 2011 at 6.00pm and the Annual Parish Council meeting will take place at 6.30pm. The Clerk was asked to contact the groups and clubs to invite them to the meeting, along with the possibility of reports for the Parish Council on their activities for the year.





10/113 Broadband –Update from the BAG
Councillor Greenwood read out his report to Council - see attached report with the minutes.

10/114 Parish Steward – tasks to be undertaken 

The Clerk was instructed to remind the Wilton Highways Office that Melksham Highways Office had agreed to paint the railings at the bridge in Brixton Deverill.
10/115 Traffic Action Group – Update
Councillor Blue updated Council on the 7.5t weight limit for the area. It is on the list to be actioned but awaiting the changes to the A303/A350 junction.
10/116 Planning

 W/11/00506/TCA The Manor House Brixton Deverill - Various Tree Works. Council had no objection.
Councillor Wheeler reported her reply from Sue Morgan the Planning Enforcement Officer regarding Burton Farm.

10/117 Best Kept Village

Council agreed to the Clerk applying to the Best Kept Village competition. The Clerk was instructed to write an article for the parish magazine.
10/118 Grant Applications

Council discussed the two applications received. Council resolved the payment of £1000.00 grant to the Village Hall for the kitchen refurbishment and that the Parish News would receive £125.00 as a grant. It was noted that the PCC have yet to apply although a letter and application form had been sent by the Clerk.

10/119 Clerk’s Appraisal  

Councillors discussed Clerk’s appraisal. It was agreed that Councillors would email their comments on the Clerk’s objectives for the year ahead to the Chairman to be collated and sent around for approval. The Clerk was asked to re email the appraisal comments from last year to Councillors. It was agreed that due to time constraints at the next meeting, the final report would be emailed to the Clerk and signed off out of session.
10/120 Payments

Council resolved the payments below:

     Invoice Wages 







£416.25

     S Jeffries Travelling 







£  22.20

     S Jeffries Heat & Light Aug 2010-March 2011




£  36.57

     Maiden Bradley Computer Contract Invoice Feb/March 2011


£  15.00

     SLCC membership part contribution
2011/2012



£  48.75

     Martin Osborne Ltd Log Seat- Kingston Deverill




£336.00

     Log Seat Treatment Potmolen (S Jeffries)





£  22.54
     Accounts & Audit training contribution





£  13.33

     Receipts

     HMRC VAT Claim







£118.26

10/121 Clerk’s Report

Accounts & Audit Training: The Clerk reported to Council the changes advised during the course. Council agreed to the Clerk asking the bank if standing orders or direct debits could be set up for the following items: wages, IT usage, memberships and data controller. 
New Councillor Training and Chairmanship Training dates were discussed. The relevant Councillor was unable to make the date. The Clerk was asked to put their name on the list for the next training session.
10/122 Matters raised by Councillors - for information only

Councillors will organise a photo of the log seat with a parishioner or Councillors for the media.
Council noted that the Village Hall is considering a community event for the Royal Wedding. 
10/123 Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards

Shed alarms for sale - a list is being kept for the Rural Police in Maiden Bradley village shop and parishioners are asked to go into the shop to place an order.
Best Kept Village competition

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th May 2011 at 6.00 pm 
and will be followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting at 6.30pm

in the Upper Deverills Village Hall.   All are welcome to attend.
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